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The Assyrian came down like a wdlf on 


the fold 
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Tc be or not to be,that is the question 
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To be or n6t to be, that is the question. 
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To be or not to be, that is the question. 
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Take her up tenderly 
Lift her with care 
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It rSins and rains and riins and rjin» 
and r&ins. 
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The children fret and Tib the eat compl¬ 
ains. 

The washing hangs around the living 
r&om$ 

The sk^ is solid grey, a dome of gloom j 
We have to ldave our slides to block the 
door, 

Or mhddy m&rks will mess the shining 
floe r j 

We'd like a cake for tea, but no one fee¬ 
ls 

Inclined to g6,and get as wet as eels, 

In minutes, dashing down to seek the 
shop 

. / 

O sdn, do shine? do tell this rain to 
st6p. 
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fall, 
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It rains and riins and r&ins 
and riins and rfiins. 

The children fret and Tib 
the c&t corapliins. 

W6t wishing dfecorites the 
living-Thom; 

Deid gr£y liad sk£ lies a 
16w d6me cf gl6om* 

Sh6es spriwl ? a hindering 
h€ap beside the d6or, 
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Lest njuddj marks should 
mess the shining floor, 
We r d like ; c&ke for tea, 
but no—one wishes 
To do the errand, getting 
wet as fishes 

In just fivt minutes, going 
to the sh6p. 

Shine, sunj Command 

this s6aking r&in to stop. 
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8&re ruined choirs, where late the sweet 


birds sang. 
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Oj here 

Will I set up my everlasting rest 
And shake the yoke of inauspicious 
star,® 

From this world-wearied flesh. Eyes, 
look your lastj 
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You gods, look down 
Ar.d from your sacred vials pour your 
graces 

Upon my daughter's head; Tell 
me, mine, own. 

Where hast thou been preserved? 
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It is the cause, it is the cause, my soulf 
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Recks, Caves, Lakes, Fens, B6gs, Dens, 


and shades of Death, 











'* 1 - 


V9 








None of my lord's ringi why, he sent 
her nonet 
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For,did I think thou wouldst not 

quickly die, Thought I thy spirits were 
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stronger than thy, shames. Myself 

would, on the rearward of reproaches* 

Strike at thy life,Griev J d I, 

I had but one? 

* 
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Oil, that it were possible 
we might 

But h6ld some tw6 days' 
c6nferenc«; with the dead? 

From th£m I should learn 
s6mewhat, I am sure, 

I n6ver sh&‘I know h£re. 

/ 

I ll tell thee a miraclej 

I am not mad yettto my 
cause of s6rrow; 

The heaven o'er my h6ad 
seems made of molten 
br&ss f 

The e&rth of fUming sul¬ 
phur, y<£t t am not mid 

I am acquainted with sad 
/ 

misery 

As the tinn'd galley-slave* 
is with h: s 6ar* 
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Necessity makes me suffer 
consta atlf 

And cus om m&kes it e&sy • 
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How vainly men themselves amaze 
To win the palm, the oak, or bays, 

And their incessant labours see 
Crowned from some single herb or tree. 
Whose short and narrow-verged shade 
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Does prudently their toils upbraidj 
While all flow ers and all trees do close 
To weave the garland of repose. 
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While ail £16 wers and ail 


trees do close 
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0 ruddier than the cherry, 

0 sweeter than the berry, 

0 Nymph more bright 
Than moonshine night, 

Like kidlings blithe and merry. 

Ripe as the melting cluster. 

No lily has such lustre, 

Yet hard to tame 
As raging flame 

And fierce as storms that bluster. 
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1 Break,break,break 

l On thy cold gray stones, 0 seat 

3 And I would that my tongue could ut- 


ter 

4 The thought that arise in me. 


h O well for the fisherman's boy, 

0 That he shouts with his sister at 

Play! 

7 O well for the sailor lad, 

$ That he sings in his boat on the bayf 
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9 And the stately ships go on 
10To their haven under the hill; 
llBut O for the touch of a vanished 
hand 

[2And the sound of a voice that is stillj; 


13Break, break, break, 

14At the foot of thy crags, 0 sea[ 
15But the tender grace of a day that is- 
dead 

16Will never come back to me. 
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break, break, 
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0 R6se, thou art sick? 
The invisible w6rm 
That flies in the night 
In the h6wling storm 
Has found out thy bed 
Of crimson J6y 

j* 

And his d&rk secret ldve 

_ J 

Does thy life destr6y. 
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I r l do as much for my true love 
As any young man may* 

I'll sit and mourn all at her grave 
For a twelvemonth and a day. 
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Calm was tlie day, and through the tr¬ 
embling air 

Sweet-breathing Zephyrus did softly play 
A gentle spirit,that lightly did delay 
Hot T itan's beams, which then did glister 
fair; 


When I(whom sullen care, 

-it- * 

Through discontent of my long fruitless 
stay 

In Prince's court, and expectation vain 
On idle hopes,which still do fly away. 
Like empty shadows,did afflict my brai- 
n. ) 


Walked forth to ease my pain. 

Along the shore of silver streaming Tha¬ 
mes,* 

Whose rutty bank, the which his river 
hems. 

Was painted all with variable flowers, 
And all the meads adorned with dainty 
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gems 

Fit to deck maidens' bowers 
And crown their paramours 
Against their bridal day, which is not 

longs 

Sweet Thamesf run softly till I end my 
song. 
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The landed interest-(you may unders¬ 

tand 

The phrase much better leaving out the 
land) 

The land self-interest groans from shore 
to shore 

For fear that plenty should attain the 
poor. 

Up, up, again, ye rent? exalt your notes, 

Or else the ministry will lose their votes, 

And patriotism, so delicately nice, 

Her loaves will lower to the market 
price. 
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Trip no further, pretty sweeting? 
Journeys end in lovers meeting! 
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From too much love of living, 
From hope and fear set free, 

We thank with brief thanksgiving 
Whatever gods may be 



That no life lives for ever; 

That even the weariest river 
Winds somewhere safe to sea. 

The Garden of Proserpine 
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Take her up tenderly, 

Lift her with care? 

Fashioned so slenderly. 

Young, and so fair! 

The Bridge of Sighs 
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Compound for sins they are inclined to 
By damning those they have no mind 


tO; 

Quarrel with minced-pies, and disparage 
Their best and dearest friend, plum-por¬ 
ridge ; 







Shall I borrow the wand of a Moorish 

enchanter, 

* 

And bid a decanter contain the Levant, 
or 

The brass from the face of a Mormon- 
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ite ranter? 

Shall I go for the mule of the Spanish 
Infantar- 

(That r, for the sake of the line, we 
must grant her,)- 

And race with the foul fiend, and beat 
in a canter, 

Like that first of equqstrians Tom 
o'Shanter? 

C.S.Calverley 
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Some women use their tongues 


she 
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look'd a lecture, 

Each eyesa sermon, and her brow a 
homily, 

An all-in-all sufficient self-director. 

Like the lamented late Sir Samuel Rom- 
illy. 

The Law's expounder, and the State's corr¬ 
ector. 

Whose suicide was almost an anomaly 

One sad example more than'All is vanity' 

The jury brought their verdict in 'Insan¬ 
ity'. 
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Then I can write a washing bill in Ba- 

bvlonic cuneiform, 

* * 

And tell you every detail of Caractacus's 
uniform. 
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Whereas, if one sole lady pleased for 


ever, 

How pleasant for the heart, as well as 
liver? 
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Her weed she then withdrawing did him 
discover* 

Who now come to himselfe yet would 
not rize, 

But still did lie as dead, and quake, and 
quiver,. 


Edmund Spenser 
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To snatch the posy from her swelling 
breast. 

And loose the ribbon round her slender 


waist, *. 


John Clare 
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And praise the easy vigour of a line 
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Where Denham's strength, and Waller's 
sweetness, join. 
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It seemed that out of battle I escaped, 
Down some profound dull tunnel, long 
since scooped 

Through granites which titanic wars had 


groined. 

Yet also there encumbered sleepers 
groaned. 

Too fast in thought or death to be 
bestirred. 

Then, as I probed them, one sprang up 
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and stared 

With pitiless recognition in fixed eyes, 
Lifting d istressful hands as if to bless, 
And by h is smile, I knew that sullen 
hail, 

By h is dead smile I knew we stood in II- 
ell. 
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Since we believe not otherwise can kind 
fires burn? 

Nor ever suns smile true on child, or 
field, or fruit. 
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For God's invincible spring our love is 
made afraid; 

Therefore, not loath, we lie out here? 

therefore we were born, 

For love of God seems dying. 
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Wrapped in a yielding air, beside 
The flower's soundless hunger, 
Close to the tree's clandestine tide. 
Close to the bird's high fever. 

Loud in his hope and anger. 
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Erect about his skeleton. 
Stands the expressive lover, 
Stands the deliberate man. 
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Not the twilight of the gods but a preci- 
ce dawn 

Of sallow and grey bricks, and the news 
boys crying war. 
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But it has not died, it comes, its hand ch- 
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ildish, unsure. 

Clutching the bribe of chocolate or a toy 
you used to treasure. 
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The intricacy of the exposed intestines 
Present no easy formal inspiration 
Till art disguises them as wreathing 


vines. 
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A poem should be wordless 
As a flight of birds 

Archibald Macleish 






68 






9 * 


Leaving him to buy his box of oint 


Ment, tea and seedlings-which were 

now the point, 

Christopher Pilling 
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But what black Boreas wrecked her? he 
Came equipped, deadly electric*. 
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e' re smart and sober men, 
And quite devoid of fe-ar, 

In all the Royal N, 
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None are so smart as we are. 


W. S. Gilbert 
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Some time to have scented change in this 
procedure. 

Our walks to have grown less dank, but 
richly shadier. 

Kathleen Nott 


# $) 4 s &T MM& > •#>$# $f 


• 4 * t •• 



Till that he found a little door, 

And therein slipp'd the key; 

And there he found three chests in fere 
Of the red and the white monie. 
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So he gowned him* 

Straight got by heart that book to 
its last page ; 

Learned, we found himf 

Browning 
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That hour, o'night's black arch the 
key-stane, 

That dreary hour he mounts his beast 
in; 



Burns 
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For the gentle wind does move 


Silently, invinsibly 


@ IP & £ ft JUL * 

56^*1*. 

^'t'-STA# MUsA f, v > | Jffe^S#'+^ ! r^t. Midi 

Tiswi#^i i ,®wb,r»**sm'0j0at^. 

But a Pebble of the brook 
Warbled out these metres meet 
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1 chatter over stony ways 
la little sharps and trebles, 
I bubble into eddying bays, 
I babble on the pebbles. 
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T’ie long day wanes; the slow moon 
climbs? the deep 

Moans round with many voices. 

Ulysses 
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Music that gentlier on the spirit lies 
Than tired eyelids upon tired eyes; 

Music that brings sweet sleep down 
from the blissful skies. 

Here are cool mosses deep, 

And through the mosses the ivies creep* 
And in the streams the long-leaved 
flowers weep, 

And from the craggy ledge the poppy 
hangs in sleep. 

The Lotos-Eaters 
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Scarce had she ceased, when out of 
heaven a bolt 

(For now the storm was close above 
them) struck. 

Furrowing a giant oak, and javelining 

With darted spikes and splinters of the 
wood 


The dark earth round. 

Merlin and Vivien 
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Sweet is the lily's silver bell, 

And sweet the wakeful tapers' smell 
That watch for early prayer. 
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And all the bloomy beds. 



Pi xcious the ruby's blushing blaze 
And ail Vs blest imperial rays, 



Sweet sleep, with soft down, 
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Bring me my bow of burning gold! 









Weeping in weak and mortal clay 
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Ir.to this Universe; and Why not know ¬ 
ing, 

IN or Whence, like Water, willy-nilly flow¬ 
ing, 

A id out of it, as Wind along the Waste, 
I know not Whither, willy -nilly blowing. 

Fitzgerald. Rubaiyat of 

Omar Khayyam 
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And all should cry, Beware! Beware! 
H is flashing eyes, his floating hair! 

Coleridge. Kuhla Khan 
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All the blue bonnets are bound for the 
Border. 


Scott 








Push off, and sitting well in order smite 
The sounding fur rows; formy purpose 
holds 

To sail beyond the sunset. 

Tennyson. Uiysses 
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Or bid me die, and I will dare 
E'en death to die for thee, 

H 

Herrick; To Anthea,who may 
command him anything 
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Nc longer mourn for me when I am 


dead 

Than, you shall hear the surly sullen bell 
Give warning to the world that I am. 
fled 


From this vile world, with vilest worms 
to dwell. 

r 

Nay, if you read this line, remember not 
Ti e hand that writ it; for I love you so 
That I in your sweet thoughts would be 
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forgot 

If thinking on me then should make you 
woe. 


Shakespeare 
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How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of 
youth, 

Stol'n on his wing my three and 
twentieth year| 



Milton 
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Time and death shall depart and say in 
flying 

Love has found out a way to live by 
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Come Sleep,* 0 Sleep! the certain knot of 
peace, 

The baiting-place of wit, the balm oi 
woe, 

The poor man's wealth, the prisoner' s 
release. 

Sir Philip Sidney 
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Fa ir eyes, who asks more heat than 
comes from hence. 

He in a fever wishes pestilence, 

Donne 



Give life to this dark world which lieth 
dead. 


Drummond of 
Hawthornden 



While the Cock with lively din 
Scatters the rear of darkness thin 
And to the stack, or the Barn dore, 
StoiHlv struts his Dames before. 
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Milon. L' Alleqro 
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When thou sigh'st, thou sigh'st not 
wind 

But sigh'st my soul away; 

When thou weep'st unkindly kind, 

* 

My life's blood doth decay. 

It cannot be, 

That thou lov'st me, as thou say'st, 

If in thine my life thou waste. 

That art the best of me. 
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Anil the Raven, never flitting, still is sit¬ 
ting, still is sitting 

On the pallid bust of pallas, just above 
my chamber door$ 

And his eyes have all the seeming of a 
demon's that is dreaming, 

And the lamplinght o'er him streaming 
throws his shadow on the floor 
Arid my soul from out that shadow that 
lies floating on the floor 
Shall be lifted-nevermoref 
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2 And we will all the pleasures 

prove, 

3 That hills and valleys, dales and 
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fields, 

4 And all the craggy mountains 

yields, 

5 There we will sit upon the rocks, 

6 And see the shepherds feed their 

flocks, 

7 By shallow rivers to whose falls, 

8 Melodious birds sing madrigals. 

9 And I will make thee beds of roses?. 

10 With a thousand fragrant posies, 

11 A cap of flowers, and a kirtle, 

12 Embroidered all with leaves of 

myrtle. 

13 A gown made of the finest wool 
11 Which from our pretty lambs we 

pull; 

15 Fair lined slippers for the cold 

16 With buckles of the purest gold?. 

17 A belt of straw and ivy buds, 

18 With coral claps and amber 

studs. 
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19 And if these pleasures may thee 

. move, 

20 Come live with me and he my 

love. 

21 The shepherd swains shall dance 

and sing 

22 For thy delight each May morn 

ing. 

2d If these delights thy mind may 

move, 

24 Then live with me and be niv 

■w 

love. 
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1 The glories of our blood and state 

2 Are shadows, not substantial things; 

3 There is no armour against Fate; 

4 Death lays his icy hand on kings. 

5 Sceptre and crown 

6 Most tumble down, 


7 And in the dust be equal made 

8 With the poor crooked scythe and spade. 

9 Some men with swords may reap the field, 

10 And plant fresh laurels where they kill j 

11 Bui their strong nerves at last must yield; 
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12 They tame but one another still. 

13 Early or late, 

¥ 

14 They stoop to fate, 

15 And must give up their murmuring breath, 

16 Wh en they, pale captives, creep to death. 

17 The garlands wither on your brow, 

18 Then boast no more your mighty deeds; 

19 Upon Death's purple altar now 

20 Ses where the victor-victim bleeds. 

21 Your heads must come 

22 To the cold tomb; 

23 Only the actions of the just 

24 Snell sweet and blossom in the dust. 
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As one who winders into 
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